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This year we have made a conscious decision to produce a condensed 
annual review to complement the formal Financial Statement we have 
filed with the Charity Commission. I hope in the next few pages you will 
get a picture of the progress we have made in the 2008-2009 financial 
reporting period.  
 
 
Successful conclusion 
By the end of 2008 it was becoming clear that the Circus Children Project 
that had been all-consuming since 2002 had come to a very quick and 
successful conclusion. Every reconnaissance visit reported the same 
finding; there were no longer small Nepali children in the circuses and 
those older girls who remained had made the choice to stay at the circus 
under the recently improved pay and conditions.  
 
Subsequently there was no need for a continued rescue programme. We 
were left with only one or two mopping-up operations (principally 
completing legal action against trafficking agents and circus owners) and 
the legacy of long-term care for the children. This closure of a child 
trafficking route represented a very rare success in the fight against child 
trafficking.  
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Research 
However, 2009 was not going to be spent resting on our laurels; we moved quickly to take 
up a new challenge. It was a year spent researching a new major cause that we could focus 
our attention on. A natural first port of call was India, given that we have now developed 
strong cross-border links.  
 
In March I visited the coal mines of northeast India with our partner NGO director and 
deputy director, which led to our commissioning research of the child labour situation we 
discovered. Our specific interest was in Nepali children who might have been trafficked 
there.  
 
The research ran from May through to December and although there are clearly issues 
there of child labour we could not find any significant element of trafficking superimposed 
on that. Accordingly we have left the local NGO there to continue to address the child 
labour issue.  
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Nepali children abandoned in Indian 
ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ΨƘƻƳŜǎΩ 
We moved on to research other matters that 
impacted upon Nepali children. These included the 
circumstances of innocent Nepali children who find 
themselves abandoned and forgotten about in 
LƴŘƛŀƴ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƘƻƳŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ŎŜƴǘǊŜǎΦ  
 
Some even end up, although innocent, inside prison 
and in free association with young offenders. One 
of these boys had bones in his hands fractured 
during a beating for failing to polish staff members' 
shoes to the required standard. 
 
At the end of the reporting period, we rescued four 
children from one such Delhi home, accompanied 
by family members who had previously feared their 
child dead. 
 
²ƛǘƘ Ƴŀƴȅ ƳƻǊŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŎŀǎŜǎ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƭƛƎƘǘ 
each month, it looks like we might have uncovered 
a worthy successor to the Circus Children Project. 
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Brick Kilns 
Separately, we also conducted preliminary research on the child labour at the brick kilns of Kathmandu valley and this has provided the basis of a 
pilot project to address that problem. It transpired that there were thousands of young children forced to play and live in the dangerous kiln 
environments while their parents work.  
 
We plan to introduce bamboo crèche facilities for the children of migrant kiln workers ς ensuring that the children are supervised in a safe and 
stimulating environment while the parents are free to earn a livelihood. This project has gained the full support of kiln owners, the workers and the 
local community. We are hopeful that it can be replicated elsewhere in the valley and grow into a bigger project for us in the coming years. 
 
 


